
 

Watson & Crick; Lennon & McCartney; Ben & Jerry: Sometimes working together is 
better than working alone. 
  
For the last eight years Mid Sussex Health Care has been running an extended 
access clinic providing bookable appointments in the evenings.  This has been very 
popular with patients and has been run locally, initially in Hassocks and now in 
Hurstpierpoint surgery.  It is, however, limited both in terms of day of operation – 
Mondays mostly – and type of staff – GPs only.    
  
In 2016 NHS England launched a key document which outlined future plans for 
General Practice. Entitled “GP forward View” (click to follow link) it outlined how 
access to GPs should be extended to cover the times of 8am to 8pm Monday to 
Friday as well as at weekends.   
 
Despite being the second biggest practice in the area we would struggle alone to 
meet the demands of these new access requirements and our local colleagues in 
smaller practices would not be able to meet the requirements for extended access.  
  
Which brings us to collaboration………….. 
  
Over the last few months we have been working with our colleagues in practices in 
Burgess Hill to deliver a three month pilot of extended access to all of our 
communities.  We will be able to offer patients registered with Mid Sussex Health 
Care access to pre-bookable appointments up until 8pm, Monday to Friday and on 
Saturday mornings.  We will be able to offer appointments not just with our local 
GPs, but with our wonderful nurses and our excellent health care assistants too.   
  
We now have a starting date for our extended access pilot, which is Monday 20 
November 2017, based at The Avenue Surgery in Burgess Hill. It will run for three 
months and will be used to determine how we might deliver extended access to 
patients in the long term.   
  
This is the start of a collaboration that we hope will show that working together is 
better than working alone. 
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https://www.england.nhs.uk/gp/gpfv/

